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Livermore-Pleasanton
Fire Department

WINTER RECAP & SAFETY INSIGHTS




MESSAGE FROM THE FIRE CHIEF

As we begin 2025, | want to take a moment to wish each
of you a happy, healthy and safe new year. The start of a
new year brings opportunities to reflect on the past and
prepare for what's ahead. At the Livermore-Pleasanton
Fire Department, our commitment to serving and
protecting our community remains steadfast and we
look forward to continuing that mission with you in 2025.
We are excited to share updates with you throughout
the year, so keep an eye out for future newsletters and
our upcoming 2024 Annual Report, which will highlight
the accomplishments and activities of our department
over the past year.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership
in keeping our community safe. Let's make 2025 a year
to remember for all the right reasons.

Thanks,

/Z/’?L"

Chief Joe Testa

Prepare Your Home for Winter:

e Inspect your heating system: Schedule a
professional inspection of your furnace, boiler
or fireplace to ensure it's functioning safely
and efficiently.

e Clean your chimney: Reduce the risk of
chimney fires by having your chimney swept
before using your fireplace.

e Seal drafts: Check windows and doors for
drafts and use weather stripping or caulk to
keep your home warm and energy-efficient.

Practice Fire Safety:

e Test smoke and carbon monoxide detectors:
Replace batteries if needed and ensure
detectors are functioning properly.

e Be cautious with space heaters: Keep them at

least 3 feet away from flammable objects and
never leave them unattended.
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GET WINTER READY WITH THE
LIVERMORE-PLEASANTON FIRE DEPARTMENT!

Stay Safe During Storms:
e Prepare an emergency kit: Include flashlights, extra

batteries, blankets, warm clothes, water, non-perishable
food and a first-aid kit.

e Check gutters and drains: Clear debris to prevent clogs

and reduce the risk of water damage.

e Stock up on essentials: Have extra supplies like sandbags

for flood-prone areas.

Drive Smart in Winter Weather:
e Inspect your vehicle: Check tires, brakes and windshield

wipers to ensure your car is ready for wet or icy roads.
Make sure you have a full tank of gas.

Pack a car emergency kit: Include jumper cables,

a flashlight, a blanket and snacks in case of delays

or breakdowns.

Slow down in bad weather: Allow extra time for braking
and drive cautiously in rainy or foggy conditions.
“Know Before You Go": Check for traffic conditions prior
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to taking road trips, visit Dot.CA.gov/Travel for links to

help you plan out your travels.



http://Dot.CA.gov/Travel

CANDLE SAFETY

As Valentine’s Day approaches, consider these National Fire Protection Association candle safety tips:

‘ Avoid using candles in the bedroom and other ‘ Never leave a child alone in the presence

areas where people may fall asleep. of a burning candle.
Place candles on sturdy, uncluttered surfaces ‘ Keep matches and lighters out of
where they will not be knocked over. children’s reach.
Use caution when lighting candles: keep hair and
any loose clothing away from the flame.
‘ Do not allow candles to burn down too close to the
base of the holder or container.
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NATIONAL BURN AWARENESS WEEK

February 2-8, 2025

The American Burn Association presents National Burn Awareness Week (#NBAW) as a time for
communities nationwide to unite and promote burn prevention and awareness. This year's theme focuses
on reducing burn risks in homes, apartments and all living spaces, a critical reminder to ensure our living
spaces are as safe as possible for everyone.

Burn Prevention Tips from the American Burn Association:

1. Test Smoke Alarms Regularly: Ensure you have working smoke alarms on every level of your home,
inside each bedroom and outside sleeping areas. Test them monthly.

2. Practice Safe Cooking Habits: Always stay in the kitchen while cooking. Keep flammable items, like dish
towels, away from stovetops. Use back burners and turn pot handles inward to prevent accidents.

3. Be Cautious with Heating Devices: Keep space heaters at least 3 feet away from flammable objects like
furniture, curtains and bedding. Always turn them off when leaving the room or going to bed.

4. Prevent Scalds: Set your water heater to a maximum of 120°F (49°C) to reduce the risk of scalds. Use a
thermometer to test bath water before placing children or pets in.

5. Plan for Emergencies: Create a home fire escape plan and practice it with your family. Ensure everyone
knows two ways to escape each room and designate a meeting spot outside.

Burns can happen in a moment, but with a little preparation, they are often preventable. Join us in observing
#NBAW by sharing these tips and making your home a safer place for all.

More information and resources:
Visit the American Burn Association’s website at www.AmeriBurn.org.
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http://www.AmeriBurn.org

WELCOMING

Deputy Chief Bryan R. Carr to the LPFD Team

The Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Department is proud to
announce the appointment of Bryan R. Carr as our new
Deputy Chief of Operations. Chief Carr joins us from the
Stockton Fire Department, bringing with him over two
decades of distinguished leadership in fire service, emergency
medical services (EMS) and public safety dispatch.

Chief Carr oversees the department’s daily operations,
including fire suppression, EMS and specialized services such
as hazmat, water rescue and search and rescue. He is also
tasked with strategic planning to meet the community’s
growing needs. One of his top priorities is his commitment to
ensuring our firefighters have the tools and training needed to
provide exceptional public safety services.

We are thrilled to have Chief Carr as part of our team and look
forward to his contributions to advancing our commitment to
safety and excellence. Please join us in welcoming Chief Carr
to the LPFD family!

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

Blake Babbitt Receives Prestigious Dennis Laurence Award

The Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Department is proud to recognize Probationary
Firefighter Paramedic Blake Babbitt as the recipient of the Dennis Laurence Award
for the LPFD 2024-1 Fire Academy. This esteemed award, determined by a peer vote,
is given to the recruit who best embodies the values exemplified by Deputy Chief
Dennis Laurence, including leadership and a commitment to excellence.

A Livermore native and Granada High School :
graduate, Blake began his fire service journey as a ‘
reserve firefighter with LPFD from 2011 to 2015. After
briefly working with other departments, he returned
to LPFD in 2024. Returning to the department that
first inspired his passion for the fire service has been
deeply meaningful to him, as he now works alongside
some of his earliest mentors.

Receiving the Dennis Laurence Award has been a
humbling honor and a career milestone. He hopes to
uphold Chief Laurence’s legacy throughout his time
with the LPFD. Reflecting on his journey, he offers
this advice to aspiring firefighters: “Work hard, set
goals, be passionate about the job, care for others and
yourself and build strong relationships.”

Please join us in congratulating Blake Babbitt on this
well-deserved recognition!
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FOLLOW US

K) LPFire.org

instagram.com/LivermorePleasantonFire

facebook.com/LivermorePleasantonFD

youtube.com/@LivermorePleasantonFireDep1318

twitter.com/LPFDFireFighter

linkedin.com/company/Livermore-Pleasanton-Fire-Department

nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/livermore-pleasanton/
livermore-pleasanton-fire-department-2



http://LPFire.org
https://www.instagram.com/livermorepleasantonfire/
http://facebook.com/LivermorePleasantonFD
https://www.youtube.com/@livermorepleasantonfiredep1318/featured
http://twitter.com/LPFDFireFighter
https://www.linkedin.com/company/livermore-pleasanton-fire-department/
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/livermore-pleasanton/livermore-pleasanton-fire-department-2/
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/livermore-pleasanton/livermore-pleasanton-fire-department-2/

